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"ADVERTISEM EN . 
T. Writer of the following lines has the 


eſteem for his Pædobaptiſt brethren : aud thinks a 
8 neſary, in this ſhort Preface, to acquaint tile 
| ic with his reaſons for writing on the ſubjeft of 5 


| opti ; and the ſatirical manner in which he has com 


Pg De N. 
A.» Fs 
by 
5 


verſy, and hath read Mr. De Coutcy's numerous 
publications on the ſubject, can be reaſonably offended. 


E at the irony of this Poem, . fince he encounters Kis lite- 


rary antagoniſt with his own weapons. 


Mr. Medley, who ts well known to be man of 


a truly catholic ſpirit, was defired to baptize ſome per- 


ons at Shrewſbury. | He preached on the oc cofion 8 
Free fermon, in which he aſſerted that ſub-" 


* m:ſſion to the ordinance of Boptyſm, though not eſſen- 
| tial to ſal vation, was a neceſſary part of evangelical 


obedience. Some detached parts of his diſcourſe _ ; 


Jome how or other, conveyed-to Mr. D. Mr. D. im- 
mediately publi ifned an eighteen-penny pamphlet in vin- 
dication of infant fprinking, entitled, A Letter to a 


Baptiſt Miniſter. Tais pamphlet as anſwered by 
Mr. Medley. The anſwer produced a three ſhilling 
volume, called, The Rejoinder, with an advertiſement 


of a ſecond part, which it is ſuppoſed, is ſpeedily to 
| follow, In the interval of theſe publications, ſome 


"2 +; -- lefe 


%K that no ſerigys vepiler* * 
NY 3 with the rife of the preſent contro- 
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the Baptiſts have been reduced to * e na 
only on the defenſive, 
But imprudent as Mr. D.'s 8 3 1s. . 
ledgea, by Judicious perſons of different. denominations, 
to have been, in agitating fo needleſs and unedifying a 
diſpute, the manner tn which he hath treated the ſub- 


* 


Jed is ſtill more repreben ſible. Not content with com- 
bating Meſſrs. Medley, Turner, Sandys and Phil-, 


lips, und writing againſt the Baptiſts in general, le 


deſcends to particulars, calls names, holds up to ridi- 
cule, and loads them with the _ of « ancient . 


and euthuſi m. 
Every man hath an undoubted right to es bp. 


 himfelf in matters of religion; but no man, or ſet of _ 


men, can be warranted in diating modes * W 


and prafiice to others. 


The Author has only to add, that he | reveres the. 


charafler of Mr. D. as a man and a miniſter, and _ 


tion. 


f 


Enox, near Sari, 


Feb. 16, 1778. 


that he is a lover of all good men of every denomina- 


A humble Imitation of the Rev. Mr. Dz Courcr's' 


fompous Advertiſement. 


Z yu publiſh'd, poſting from the preſs, 


| Three Shillings price, the world to bleſs, 
A bouncing Anſwer, ſharp as nitre, 
To every Anabaptift writer, 
Which clearly proves the word e 
Doth not mean dipping, but rhantiaing.* 


* Sprinkling, from the Greek verb Ramifu. 
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| v OUNG Bes- 204 and te, 
And to St. Alkmond's pulpit lifted, 
Diſcharg'd the duties of his ſtation, . 
With pious zeal and reputation 3 
Profeſs'd a love for all mankind, 
Appear'd to have a lowly mind, 
A friend of truth and juſtice ſeem'd, 
And, by us all, was much eſteem' d. 


But ah, how frail the human heart? 


The beſt are perfekt but in part. 
Cameleon“. ſelf, in ſinful worms, 
Will ſtill aſſume a thouſand forms. 
In every eye the Preacher ſhone, 
And too refu!gent in his own, » 
Th' exaited Vicar from his chair 
Pontific, towring in the air, 


Ra - Beholds 


* A little animal, b for changing its color. 


CEL 


Beholds his Brethren far below; 1 | 
As his s ſubjected ares, that O we . 
Obedience paſſive and implicit | 
Jo his ſound creed ;—you muſt ſolicit | 
His high permiſſion, ere you dare : 
Your different ſentiments declare: „ 
To hi ſubmit your faith and reaſon; : 
To doubt his dogmast is high treaſon, 
But ſome there are, who think the mind 
Can't be-with human creeds confin d; 
Who for themſelves will dare to judge, 
And not be ſuperſtition” 8 drudge; 1 ROY 
Who ſever ſcripture from tradition, 3 LE 
And to the former pay ſubmiſſion ; 1 1 
Who hold JE HOvAH only can 
Change, rule, and judge the heart of x wan, 
Nay, ſome of theſe, (0 woeful grief 1 
In Salop, grounding their belief | 
Of ſacred things on revelation, 
Rejecting every innovation, | 2 
Embracing truth, howe'er deſpis d. 25 
Were, at their Lord's command, baptiz'd. 3 
Expreſſions of th adminiſtrator 5 \ 
Were, ſome how, brought to Diſputator ;, 585 
But ſo much mangled by the way, 
That, what was ſaid, is hard to ſay; 
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So few 3 be a Wy K 
Age would have ſent them ae weys came}; 8 
But ah, Young-Diſputator hears ht 
The broken ſentences; ans: Note Bf & 1 
More of his flock would go aſtray, Cd = 
In the chief ſhepherd's watery way! 1 7/1 
The good man's breaſt begins to rage: 
Nor can his friends his flame afſuage.: -- | 
The ſacred veſtments were too thin, 
Io hide the ſpleen that work'd within i547 
How prone the beſt of men, when. yd, 
To envy, bigotry and pride 
Voung ee takes his pen, M, . | 


* 
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: 
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And writes! and writes! and writes a 5 


What ſolemn truths his zeal excite 7p - 


A bare external human rite. ] 
Who his opponents p the an — 
No the ſincere er eee 

, | 


Whoſe only guide is revelation, - - 
In all the matters of ſalvation. -. 


What is his great and noble — 4 5 N | 1 4 


An old tradition to defend, ao ; 


Or rather all his flock to cy FI EET 5 


[For he himſelf can waſh his "ITY 
What are the arms with which he wounds 7 
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Sophiſtic wrangling,—pompous ſounds, - | : il 


5 20 


The 3 bones of German e 
Unkind inveRtives,—idle —— 
| Diftorted texts, — no proofs at es 1 © 
A loud report without a ball; e v8 
. Goliath-like he braves'a hoſt, t.. 
And ſeems a victory to boaſt;  » 
A hoſt who ſhew, devoid of dread; 
The Son of David at their head : 
His bright example and command, 
Their bulwark and their glory ſtand, | 
His ſuperficial page abounddss 
With ſatire, ſimiles and CA ROE Fr, 
Mere declamation,—ftrain'd alluſions $, — 
Falſe premiſes and falſe conclufions|;z  * 
And forms, of colors gay and proud, 
A mimic rainbow in the cloud 
Of dark miſtake and ſuperſtition, _ 
Exhal'd from ancient circumciſion: . 
The radiant bow ſtraight diſappears, P 
As truth our mental region clears. | 
What wholeſome and delicious fruit * 
Can grow on ſuch a barren root ? — 
Moroſe contention, ſwelling pony CH 
And ſour diſguſt on every fide! - But 
1 Enthuſaſis who roſe in Germsny about the year 1517; | 


has of whom were oppoſers of Infant Baptiſm. 
Letter -to the * ine, Page 16, and various 


others. 
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But why fo churliſh, my good brother Mgr EC i 
The men of God ſhould love each e * 
Why greedy of monopolizing 1 1 d 5 
The gainful trade of . e HEA -- 
Of raving, bantering, and 3 3 
| Your „ tottering idol®,” by diſtorting 
| Th' opponents words and fer lere, . 

Through your verboſe ſophiſtic amn 2: 
Why uſe unkind inſinuations ? 11 
And why call names in diſputations » 
Judge, ye diſcreet impartial men, 
What ſpirit influenc'd his pen, 
His meek Redeemer's, or his own ? 
'Tis by its fruit the tree is known, 
Were there no ſubjects more ſublime, 
I' employ his talents and his tine? 
Was a lean, mouldy, ſtale tradition, 1 1 
Of all his ſtores, the beſt proviſion P | 7 
Will this although three ſhillings Price, 8 «8 3 
Afford one finner ſound advice, = , | | 
Or any cheering conſolation CATS oh; 5 
To one believer in temptation P „ e * 3 4 
A ſecond part is coming forth; By | 
That may be ſtill of greater worth, 
Should Diſputator perſevere, | 
And publiſh volumes every year, Ad | 
* So Mr. De Courcy terms Believers Baptiſm.—But whe- 


ther this deſcription does not better ſuit Infant ſprinkling, 
let the impartial judge. Anabaptiſts, Dippers, &c. 
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And truly needs a kind reliever. 


. 2. 


On we $i 20 rite, x Ln 4K 10 


Tin he has finally explain d | th 11 \ kN 


All ſubjects in his creed contain'd; 


How could the univerſe; produce n 


Pens, ink, and paper for his uſe 7 TIER 


In a baptiſtery, ponds, or rivers, 

The greateſt error of the age ?P=. '_. 185 

To be oppos'd with fierceſt rage ? | 

And Infant ſprinkling the main truth, 

To be enforc'd on age and youth OE 
Had the good: Prieft diſplay'd his parts 


Fa 


On ſubjeQts fit to mend our hearts, 


And make our converſation ſhine, - 


We ſhould have bleſs d his kind deſign :. 


But while he writes, with all his micht, 

To canonize the human rite 

Of ſprinkling infants on the face, | 
And through dark paths the cuſtom trace, 


In a ſublime dogmatic . 3 


His pompous page but makes us ſmile; 
Its ſpirit, ſophiſtry and ſize, 
Excite our pity and ſurprize ! 


But the good man is in a fever, 


How 


Eh * 2 of \ 
; * * 
% { * = ; 
5 8 = ; 
7 


How vaſt his wiſdom andthe neekneſs,. | 3 
(Don't ſay his folly and his — 11 
To vindicate, with ſo much fur, 715 
An outward rite, that, I aſſure x·hm. 
The zealous Vicar hath avoẽw d. 
And by all ſound divines allowed, 5 

I not ęſſential to ſalvation, -- 
| Nor mention'd once in revelation} 
We love the Chriftian, as ſinceremm 
The zealous: Preacher, we'revere; 
But think the. Writer and Lagician, 

Stands much in need of a phyſician, 

His optic nerve {ſeems much affected, 

And every part therewith connected, 

To him a river ſeems no larger nt 
That what would barely fill a charger; $3 #5; a8 
And ſage adults, of manly n . $764 

Shrink into infants in his eyes. | | I 
Hence, he amazingly confounds „ ln 0108 if 
Both different things and different. ſounds,— + "| 4b 
The law and goſpel, - works and grace, | 
The Jews and Gentiles and their race, | 
Two different parts of covenant deeds,— | 
Two different rites, two different ſeeds, - ! 4 

| 
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Sprinkling and dipping, font and flood, 8 2 
Parents and babes, the bad and goou . 
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An abler advocate, and juſter, 
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80 ſtrangely awd and Abbund 
The way he twiſts the word of truth, . 


Twould rack the candor of ſome ns” 
To think his heart went with his "ah 

But let us hear a word F e 
His logic—modeſty—and learning, 


In which he ſhines with equal wine; oh 


* 


For Infant-/þnnkling never wrote, 
His page with ſo much ſenſe is e, 
His brain of ſunbeams is compos'd, 
And in a glittering ſkull inclos d. 

Ye Locks and Bacons ! quit the field 
Of nervous reaſoning, e Wr g ; 


To. Diſputator's matchleſs quill, 0 
His penetration, ſtrength and ſkill, 
Aſtoniſhing ! we.can but wonder, 
And ſound his praiſe as loud as thunder. | 


A ſpecimen we mult produce 


For public or for private uſe, 


In all the goſpels he could find | 


No proper motto to his mind; 


But Geneſis and Watts muſt grace 

His title-page, and mend its face; 
And W:fley's* comment he crams in, 
To purge his pamphlet's inſide clean. 


Letter, &c, page 21. 
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FEY thats oil rite ſhould. RIES 
Such foreign aid its cauſe to plead? ! r 0 
The ſacred rite, e dare proclaim, ah 


At Enon too, to Saum near, a 
r Becauſe there as much water there ; 8 
Ergo, a baſon· full i is more RT 
Than needful to baptize a r 
The lowly Jeſus when ene a 
Who then our practice patroniz'd, 
Went ſtraitway up out of the water; * 
Ergo, our infant ſon and daughter 
Should to and from the font be brought, 
Without a will, without a thought. 
The Jews in Jordan were Es ; 
Ergo, ingenious John devis d 5 
A ſcoopt or ſquirt, or ſome fuck thing,” > 
With which ſome water he 2 _ 
Vpon the long- extended ral: 
| Of candidates, WINE lin'd the bank : eg 


” ee common term hip by the: Legions 
in the ſchools. 

BEL. It ſeems therefore to me that the people ſtood in 
| ranks; near to, or juſt within the edge of the Hiver; and 


| ENT, by which means he might eaſily baptize many 
| thouſands in a day,” Gee Paraphrafc, vol. I. p. 32. 
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Was firſt perform'd in Jordan's d. [OX 


| John, paſſing along before them, caſt water upon their 
heads or faces with his hands, or sos PROPER INSTRUe 
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1 Be carefidl; Jule, ſome drops: 1 n. 
From your rare inſtrument on all; 6 Nos * _ Me 
But point your engine, ne zert helga, 
To thoſe Who firſt their ſins confeſs * COR 97S 
Let no revilers in the crowd . 
The holy ſprink ing elle d. S139) g 
The Baptiſt had not time, we en, 
To dip the people i in the ſtream : 
But, when awake, wemuſt e * 
It took more minutes to receive 
Confeſſions from the truly good, 
Than to immerge them in the flood. 
But Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, we own, 
6 Put off his ſandals,” t and went. down | 
Into the waves quite off from land, 
That John might wet him with his 1 
Which you muſt know he could not 4e, 
Had Chriſt not ſtood i in Jordan too. 
Bleſt Philip, by the Spirit ſent . 
To join the eunuch, with him went. | 
“ Into the water,” and baptiz d him; | 
Ergo, the evangeliſt rhantiz'd him; 
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* Mau. i iii. 8 8. Then went out to day Jeryſalem, 1 
all Judea, and all. the region round about Jordan , and were | 
| baptized. of him in Jordan, confe ng tir e moſt 
convincing proof of inſant- prinkling! 1 8 

5 + Rejoinder, P55 - 
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(e One oth 


| Ergo, 'twas bronghs diowta's cup. an ret 


The dear expiring Son of God e 3s 
Was plung'd'i in ſufferings, bath'd i in blood: 8 
Bibo, * ſhew i in Sa Ns" W Lt 
| And pains, 4 on ths: croſs he Wot 
Some drops of water muſt be ey” 4 
On the poor infant's harmleſs _ 5 
To place it in a ſtate of grace! 
Juſt Ma, with his wife a abt.” 8 
And their three wives, Heav'n's "PN ones, - 
Were in the floating ark baptiz'd;- = 
. Ergo, let infants be rhantiz'd's. eee 
This paſſage of the ſacred o 
Proves that rhantizing i 10 che Mode . 
And babes the ſubjects moſt completely; pn 
| This ſcripture ſuits our purpoſe * 5 


All Iſrael, paſſing on dry land. 85 . 


Through the Red Sea, by Mofes' hand, a} 
The water wall'd on either fide, FF 


1 - 7 N * 


The cloud above a floating tide, 5 
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by" Rom: vi. 4. Therefore we are buried he him | 
(Chriſt) by bapfiſm into hh VO __ 12, Buried with | 
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Ergo, each face, or young, or wrinkled, 
Miuſt not be dipt, but only ſprinkled. | 5 
But ſcripture e ſorinkling, . 
With which he 8 See tinkling 8 
Ergo, be. ſoriabledic on the face, Shy 1 
As the beſt ſign of eleanſing grace, 5 oo Ty 


And not immerged o'er head'and ks 75 1 | 


As Chriſtians were in former years, IT 


'A 


And univerſal death to ſin. T“ 


To ſignify a change within, o 5 


The word to ſprinklet oft is found 3; 10 14448 


In ſcripture ; ergo, change the found  _. 
Mr. De Courcy very unjuſtly attempts to prove that 


Jprinkling is the mode of baptiſm, from that word being 


mentioned in the Old Teſtament, where it has not the leaſt 
reference to baptiſm, See p. 16 of his Letter, &c. 1 


+ Queſtion. What is the we 1 5 ben or ſorm i in ; 


| baptiſm? h 
Anſwer. Water : Wg und the perſon i is bak - 
_ Queſt, What is the inward ſpiritual grace? ' 


An. A death unto ſin, and a new birth unto d. 0 


bs "a | Church Catechiſm, 


1 It is 88 that we have the three words, dip, 


ſprinkle, and pour, occurring ſometimes in the compaſs of 


two verſes, and diftinguiſhed as three different fucceſſive 


actions to be performed upon the ſame thing, which de- 


monſtrates that they are not of the ſame import. Thus 


- F# 


Lev. iv. 6, 7, And the. prieſt ſhall (bapſei) dip his finger 


Ter: 3 
Were e bd upon their march, of 71 Ba 
Beneath the {ſpacious liquid aregnʒ e | 


So 8 


F 49 * e 
= Gini eule of Haciba: for ner mt} 2 2 . 4 | 


- Baptizing too, for circumciſing; 5 on % 
1 N e,, 


Sen other rite tech . gn et 
Ergo, we deem the preſent mode, -- . ; 
(Not mention'd in the ſacred ded. W . 
Of ſprinkling water on the face, . e 


The fitteſt ſign of ſaving grace, -- | 
The burial of our glorious head,. — 5 „ 5 
And reſurrection from the dead; 
Since we may alter, as we pleaſ cc 8 
15 78 laws of Chriſt to ſuit our caſe; 7 N . 
7% 


« in the blood, 25 (proſranei) ſprinkle of the blood ſeven | 
tt times before the Lord, and before the veil of his ſanc- 
4 tuary, —and ſhall (ekchei) four all the blood of the bul- 
lock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt-offering.” 
Now, had the prieſt preſumed to convert bapto here, into 
ſprinkling or pouring, he would have perverted the whole 
of this typical inſtitution, been guilty of rebellion againſt the | | 
Lord, and might juſtly have expected immediate vengeance: 1 
and ſhall we think that the words of our Lord's cammiſ- 
ſion are leſs plain and determinate than thoſe of the law, ; 
and that we are at greater liberty to quibble upon, and alter 1 
them at pleaſure ?—Maclean's Def. of Baptiſm, p- \ | 
What is baptiſm but evangelical circumciſion? And what | | 
Vas ceireumeifion but a legal babti iſm eiter, &ce p · 46. = | 
1 boy enn p. 197+ 5 
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"Ou Lord Side ' his were. 
(Words Diſputator ſtrangely e 5 755 
Jo teach all nations and baptiſe; 
Ergo, young infants, in no wiſe, 
Should be deny'd a rite fucceeding, © 
TS aith and repentance, f r not un FE 85 
Firſt men and women were bea, ; 
Ergo, now babes muſt be rhantiz'd, | 
The evangelic diſpenſation We e 
Is all deſign'd for every nation nn; 


Ergo, we Chriſtians ouphtto ee £3 


A rite reſembling that of Jews. 0's 
Our Lord aboliſh'd TS, | 
Bre we hold a like tradition. T 
God gave to Abra'm and his ſeed 
The rite, that made the infant bleed; 


| ; | | » 0 | f But | 


* ® Letter, Ye. p- 74, 75» 1 CF Was Mr. bc. 
awake or aſleep, when he wrote theſe pages. | 
+ Queſt, What is required of perſons To Bs baptized? 
_  Anſw. Repentance, whereby they forſake fin ; and faith 
whereby they ſtedfaſtly believe the promiſes of God made 
to them in that ſacrament. . catechiſn.— Would auy 


believe that this is Mr. De , Courcy's catechiſm? What 
could any Baptiſt ſay more? Mark xvi. 16. He that belie v- 
eth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. Ads viii. 36, 37. 
See, here is water ; ; what doth hinder me to be baptized ? 
And Philip ſaid, If ou believeſt with all thy heart, thou 
; letter, c. F. 33s 
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But Chriſt Joy no Sib ct . 


His church, her infants to e ki hog 
"Ic to imitate the m, 3 0 
Let's form a rite entirely new,. 8 ar! 0 
But with ſome drops of Water mix it, FRY, 
Jo canonize our igſe diait, . rg 


And diſannul, by our 8 

The inſtitution of our Saviour. Ga ts 

Each part of gabel? worſhip ought _ 

To be perform'd with ſolemn thought, 

With knowledge, faith, and love divine; 4 

Ergo, a bare unmeaning fign . 

Is very pleaſing to the Lord, 

And quite according to his word. | 
Th' obedience God regret nor. 

Of all his worſhippers below. 

| Is active, perſonal, and ſincerec, 

Ergo, our babes his name may fear, 

And be baptiz'd to fhew their faith NL 

In what the ſacred ſcripture ſaith, $54.8 

And deep repentance for their ſin, 

Both that without and that within. 5 


By SA The 
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"IF Jab iv. as; But the PW) cometh, and now is, wh 
the true worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit and 
in truth: for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to - worſhip him, Is 
not baptiſm a part of goſpel worſhip ? And are infants ME 
| ble of SEO ont in n that N e 
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The ie holy "OD 


Is a plain goſpel. inſtitute, : We ; ENT LEE 
' To be obey'd in truth and love, 1 2 AP Ho 


Our inward purity to prove, 
And, like the fupper, Was dec 


For perſons of a contrite 3 5 5 2 4 


Ergo, believers: fant ſeed, ' N fa 8 | 
By nature all a graceleſs breed: Fa "iN 1275 | 
Should have this rite on them impor, 2 
And be thereby with ſaints inclos d.? 


Be quite conſiſtent, Diſputator, 1 55 fo . 3 4 


* . 
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If you become our legiſlator, * 
And give the babes of Alma Matergt r- 

Some bread and wine, t as well as water, 
Religion of a genuine kind © © 
2 7065 and * the Ne 
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5 Leiter, c. p. "oh. + Holy Mavis 


F Is it not very ſtrange and inconſiſtent, that Mr. FR J 


Courcy does not hold with infant communion as well as infant 
baptiſm, as many of the fathers did? Did not the infants 
of the Jews eat of the paſſover? Is not the Lord's Suffer | 
as great a church-privilege as baptiſm ? Are not infants a: as 
capable of improving the one as they are of improving the 
other? And will not the ſcriptures and arguments, with 
which Mr. D. proves infant-baptiſm, equally prove ipfant= . 


communion We therefore recommend it to Mr. De 
Courcy to write a flaming treatiſe in vindication of inſant - 
communion alſo; that, however inconſiſtent he may be 
with ſcripture, he may be conſiſtent with ng If. 
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15 he „ bell of han 54 rut 
: Whether in age or carly 3 8 dat 

Ergo, young infants, eee e 
There is a God, muiſt underſg s 


And Jeſus bleſs'd them, we are told; OY 
Ergo, they muſt have been rhantiz d. 
The word of truth and life receiving, * 
| Ergo, baptize your infant ſeed. /f * 


Pray, M fereſs 5 Lydia, let us know, 
Are you in ſocial life, or no? 1 


with moſt e reaſoning! 
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A myſtic rite, that doth require e . | 
The heart's conviction and defire, . e q 
And thus be made firſt ſuperſt 8 9 : 
Then hypocritical | or; vicious. 1 
Infants were brought to Chriſt : of 140. 3 


But none were by our Lord haptiʒ d 1 
Whole houſeholds, hearing and believieg, ' 
Obey'd the ſacred rite with ſpeed; 


* 3 


If married, what's your huſban, d's name i | | 
And why hath Luke conceal'd the ſame ? 8 2 


Where doth he live ? we want to ſpy = 2 


Pray, have you any iſſue by him / 
If you have children, pleaſe to tell * 


| What i is their age, and where they Hell, 


if * N And 


his eee 3 | 
+ Letter, c. p. 72, 73. Where the reader 1 may meet | 3 
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3 
The holy rite, now in diſpi . e rc TEE : 
Is a plain goſpel inftitate, 1 
To be obey'd in truth and 1 r 


| Our inward purity to prove, e 9 fre eas | 2 , 
And, like the fupper, Was delign'd © | 


For perſons/of a contrite mind; : 155 9 
Ergo, believers infant feed, 8 0 3 
By nature all a grace leſs MPT 15 5 
Should have this rite on them impor, OG 
And be thereby with ſaints inclov'd."” . 
Be quite conſiſtent, Diſputatorr, 15 
If you become our legiflator, ' 
And give the babes of Alma M ater, . f 
Some bread and wine, f as well as water, Me 
Religion of a genuine kind — 5 


Employs and e the ming” rg 
„ Is 
* Leiter, c. p- 33. + Holy Mites” | 
I Is it not very Pay inconſiſtent, that Mr. De 
Courcy does not hold with infant communion as well as infant 
baßt ſn, as many of the fathers did ? Did not the infants _ 5 
of the Jews eat of the paſſover? Is, not the Lord's Supper 


238 great a church · privilege as baptiſm ? Are not infants ag # 


capable of improving the one as they are of i Improving the 
other? And will not the ſcriptures and arguments, ane | 
which Mr. D. proves infant-baptiſm, equally prove ipfant= | 
communion ?—We therefore 'recommend. it to Mr. De 
Courcy to write a flaming treatiſe in vindication of inſante 
communion alſo; that, however inconſiſtent he, may be 
with ſcripture, he may be e with ing If. 
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A myſtic rite, Gi dy aps" 15573:55 15 


| The heart's conviction anddefire, 
And thus be made firſt e TRA „ e e 


Then hypocritical or vicious,” E669 TH 
Infants were brought to Okriſt of . 


And Jeſus bleſs'd them, we are told 


But none were by our Lord baptiz'd ;* 


Ergo, they muſt have been rhantiz'd, 


Whole houſeholds, hearing and believing, ; 


The word of truth and life receiving, 8555 


Obey'd the ſacred rite with ſpeed; 


Ergo, baptize your infant ſeed.a Tf 
Pray, M ftrefs 5 Lydia, let us hd. 
Are you in ſocial life, or no? 
| If married, what's your huſband's name {4 
And why hath Luke conceal'd the ſame. '# 7 = 


Where doth he live? e want to rl him; 4 j 


Pray, have you any iſſue by him? tel | 
If you have children, pleaſe to tell 13 


What is their age, and where they r r 
| B 4 EY N Bs And 


by J iv. 2. Though Hef himſelf baptized not, but 
bis diſciples. bn 


+ Letter, Ke, p. 725 73- Where the reader may mee; | 


with moſt admirable SUM ut 
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Pray, be particular a1 Aerplicitte 2 
Iis on your denn e,, Ts, 5 


They were not born of fornication: * 0 EY 


Was ceremonial, ſcripture ſhews ; | 


| Believ'd and reliſh'd by the mind, 
| he active convert is e 5 1 1 5 


it is exceedingly evident, that they were believers. - Criſpus 


The apoſtles ſpake unto the jailor the word of the Lord, 
and to ALL that were in his houſe; and he rejoiced, be⸗- 
| Heving in God with aus his houſe. Adds xvi. 32, 34. 

The houſe of Stephanas were the firſt fruits of Achaia, and 
addicted themſelves to the miniſtry of the ſaints. 1 Cor. 


4 


And whether 4 all dete, 
When your whole houſehold was SY 
We hope, for your own. ER 


Your anſwer, madam, we ſolicit; 5 „ 


The cauſe, for which the prieſt contends: 
Good Abra' m's ſeed were circumcis d pal 

Ergo, our babes muſt be baptiz d. e 
The bloody rite, enjoin'd the 7" RR 


The babe beneath the knife was Sond 
While now, by means of truth bebe, 


1 83 * — 
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There is no reaſon, from the ſcriptural account of Los a 
dee houſehold, to ſuppoſe, much leſs to aſſert, that there. 
were any infants in it: as to the other baptifed houſeholds, | 


believed on the Lord, with all his houſe; Acts xviii. 8. 


xvi. "ge We whlh Mr, D. would no more 2 * with . 3 ä 


md mics AA - — 


TT hey the e 
| Ergo, our babes (a willing band !) 
A goſpel precept muſt dart ha en 2 d _ 
Quite i in a ceremottial way. e £90425 e 
But tis a hugely puzzling que 
| By no means eaſy of digeſtion, :/ \ 
| Which do obey the Jaw of hr, 24 
The ſponſors]. parent, child or prie n 
Be pleas'd to tell us, Diſputator, 
How you obey the great Creator: 
Do you by proxy ſtand before _ 
| And by a ſubſtitute adore him? 
Or does your worſhip all Pi 
| From your free choice, as your own Gol 3 
Were you baptiz d ; if that were fact, 
When eight days old, as your own aft "3 
Did you the goſpel then believe, 1 
Its ſacred rite by faith receive, 
And dedicate yourſelf to 8 * 
If ſo, *tis wonderfully odd 
You ſhould forget thoſe bliſsful a 
And walk ſo Tong: in Folly' 8 2 3 


1 


11 


1 we wiſh Mr. D D. in his next treatiſe! upon infant forink- 
ling, would inform us, who it is that' obeys the command 
| of Chriſt, when the infant is chriſtened ? Is it each, or one 
or netther of the parties concerned ? Mr. D. can tell how 


ignorant the W are; they truly need his inſtruGtion i in 55 
this matter. 
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1 not, who Lend atk 20 115 he 
When you ( eee e ö 
Or is there no obedzence 15 NN N 
At all to this N ond — 1 c 158 we 
But if there be, pray; tell us -m # e 
You did or will: perform it then 1 
No more attempt hy ſlight of INS 
Jo turn . 
Into a cerèmonial xĩite, a 
And veil a a bright ry 
The males alone were crcumcis'd 7 
_ Ergo, let females he baptiz d. ; 
" Believers now in, Ahe ll”. EN WF "2 
"dis from a moral e . 7 


x * 
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- Letter, p · 5¹, 53, 53, Ty Where Mr. De 1 
ſtrangely confounds the natural infant · ſeed of believers, with 
the ſpiritual ſeed of Abraham, contrary to the expreſs de- 
 claration of the apoſtle iu Rom. ix. 7, 8. Neither becauſe - 
they are the ſeed of Abraham, are they all children, —That | 
is, they which are the children of the fleſh, theſe arc not the 
children of God. Rom. 1 ive. 16. Therefore it is of With; 
to theend the promiſe” might be ſure to all-the ſeed, not to 
that only which is of the law, but to that alfo which is of 


| the faith of Abraham, who i is the father of us all. Gal, iii, | 


26 and 29. For ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Tux x ARE YE ABRAHAM'S SEED, and”, 
HEIRS ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE. Can any thing be 


more evident than that believers are the ſpiritual ſced of 


Abraham ? And that Mr. DeCourcy's ſentiments are involved 
with inexplicable difficulties and groſs inconſiſtencies? 
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And ran 1 ibdr” avio 
Are join'd in covenant win God, we 
Which, for themſelves, by faith they e Re 
| And ſhare in bleflings all NT a War . 
Ergo, their infants have a Place wel, 
Within the covenant of grace; 0 wy 
(Which, from the dire effeQts Lok EET. 
| Saves the bleſt number found mein — fe ; 
And muſt receive its fign and ſeal, * 3 
Ere an internal change e ere ee, 
Before a word they underſtand, e 3 
Or of the precept, er ed e e | 
Though crowds of them, che truth to _w 
Both live and die, in league with hell. | 
Well done! my charming SIR” e vr 
A moſt ſagacious Illuſtrator!” © © 
How law and goſpel, reaſon, fact, 1 
Harmonious ſhine through all thy 01 E * Ea 
External bleflings were beſtow'd . 
In cov'nant, by their maker, G, 0 32 eee IS 
On Abra'm's natural deſcendants; 3 
(Know this, ye pious m r 9 V 
| Ergo believers natural ſeed en: Oh 
Are all included in the deed, Lf Ll 
In which is granted ſaving grace | 1 
| To all, whoſe names have there a place. 74 Sec 


24 


\ 
* : : 7 * * 
. ——— rer 9 = . 
8 n 8 wo . 4 
W . G * e I . 
F $4 a 


8 N at 
—_— 


"of 


* . 


- 


8 * 


"at. 


» 


' 
10 


7 
3 
11 
} | 
| | 
ö 
1 
| 


wy . * * 2 
PT te 8 * F N 4 er PO SIPS 
. "43. ? 0 7 
* * * 
: * 
4 * 

* A „ 
PPP / Trend ag ——— 
7 . 5 „ — . 

, 1 1 
* » . 
- 
a $ 


Ergo, their babes are taken in,, 0 POT» 


Ergo, unnumber'd patents may 1 
| To their young babes that grace convey, | Me. 
Which they themſelves poſſeſs no more 


Unleſs ſome other good relation WS. 
Secures as well the child's ſalvation, | _ 2 


To all 8 cal pa nation; 
Although they live and die in „ 12 0 9 5 A 7 Ay 
— Young babes are ſav'd, we all believe $: 1 0 5 
Ergo, they ſhould this rite receive, x 
| Although adults, by faith divine, 15 5 2 1 SF 
Alone can anſwer its r bo 2a} 

Philoſophy, quite ſound and. fog, 
Abounds in muta page: 
We can't i impart, as all 8 5 1 > Fs 
More than what we ourſelves poſſeſs; . 3 


Than paupers do a boundleſs ſtore. 121 85 3 
Before you do rhantize another, 
See, that the father or the mother, 

(Pray, take my counſel, Diſputator !) 5 


Doth truly worſhip the Creator. 


The infants of believers are, _ 
Till renovating grace they ſhare, + 


% 


den, 


bn leer, &c. p- 55· 
+ Letter &c, p. 69, 705 71. | 


"tw. 


Degenerate TR: corrupt and 


| Nor outward form, nor human art, 


From deſerts ancient as the fall, 
Into the garden of the Lord, 


Y Where each remains a noxious weed. 
8 And fades like Fonak's gourd, indeed, 

8 nleſs a kind almighty hjand 
MHD oth plant it in a richer land: 

LI \ dangerous cheat is this tranſlation _ 


he garden is a chriſten'd nation, 
here baneful hereſies are found, 
And hateful vices curſe the ground: 
A Chriſtian name is all the hoſt 
C 8 holy things, the child can boaſt; 
O! Dißbutator / ceaſe, for ſname, 
o cheat it with a ſacred name. 
This evangelic inſtitution, 
Denoting our extreme pollution, 
Zelongs to thoſe who firſt believe, 
Ere they the goſpel rite receive, 
And is a fit external ſign 

Df inward purity divine; 


$ 


| Like all the reſt of Adam's race; cal | 


Can change the nature of the heart; ; 
Ergo, this rite tranſplants them all,” * 5 12 


To flouriſh there, —like Jonah s gourd! 
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„ High the PD to have a place... 1 iq 5 or fares It gs 4 
Among the glorious ſons of OS: 


Et = ] 


And be regenerated then, . 1 
(Such are the ſtrange 1 "Dei b 


Muſt have its ſprinkled forehead croſt, 


| Inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven!!! Church Catechiſm, 


and walk in the {ame all the days of mylife. , 


That the dear infant be not loſt! =Y 


Two ſponſors, often young and wild, | 
Not half ſo harmleſs as the 3 or 1 4 
Do vow and promiſe 3 in its ſtead, _ 0 55 29 . 
(Such, Diſputator, is thy creed ny „ 
Three things, which God alone can de, ; 10 : 
Both for the child and ſponſors too: 

*Tis true, they. have a rare foundation, ns 


The holy infant's Satan 


1 


| 
Aol. M aa and 'Codmothers, wherein 1 
was made a member of Chriſt, the child of God, and an 


| Queſt, What did t e and Godmothers | 
then for you? 1 

Anſw. They did promiſe and yow theoe thing | in 1 3 
name: Firſt, that I ſhould renounce the devil and all hi 
works, the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, and 
all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh, Secondly, that I ſhould be 35 
lieve all the articles of the Chriſtian Faith. And thirdly, I 
that I ſhould keep God's holy will and commandment | 


——_— <> 


| Church Catechiſm. 


— Mr. D. do the Goofathers and Gopmothers heh | 
thoſe excellent nn, ? This 18 Alma ver ry] 


* 3 ] 


On which to-lands while they engage, - 
That, when the babe becomes of ages ut 
He ſhall moſt certainly believe „ 8 


he creed, that hangs upon their 0 1977 


Renounce the devil and his 


Expel each ravenous laſt, that fi feeds... WE: = 


Upon the vitals of the youth. _ 


| And ever tread the paths of truth? 45 


And thus compleat the child's Salvation; - | | 
While they perhaps, r tenor AER 1 


No man can heavenly bliſs obtain, 1 
Except he fifſt be born again. 10 | 7 


By nature all are finful fleſh; - 
And muſt by grace be form'd aten: 
Ergo, believers infant ſeed | 


Are from the dread pollution 1 ; 4 F 
Their parents purity partake, _ e N 
And ſhare ſalvation for their 3 . 


But leſt their piety ſhould not do, | 
Tis needful they be chriſten'd too, 


Pray, D: iſputator, tell us plainly, -__ _ 
Since each you ſeem to count'nance 1 | 


Which doth. effect the child's en 
Its Eg covenant relation. 


* John iii. 3. | Exbept a man k be born again; he cannot 
ſee the kingdom of God. 
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parent. i or its chriſtening F 124 
That we n underſtand your abe 
And is it jointly, or apart, „ 
Theſe noble things renew its wah * 
Inform us, likewiſe, was your _ 
Like Pagan infants, e'er dehV'd? - 
Or was it faſhion'd pure and holy, IP 
In your diviner image folely ? - 


Pray, doth your babe inherit grace 
Before tis ſprinkled on the face 15 Wee et; 


Or is it that inchanting deed, 
That makes your child a holy fold 82 
Doth ſprinkling put the infant in 
The cov'nant, that removes its fin 5 
Or is it in that happy ſtate, = 
Before you wet its tender pate ? 
{OT don't you, likewiſe, ever ASH 
Your wandering lambs among the . 
And under the chief Shepherd's „ 
Since © you can make them ſons of God an 55 
Muſt both the parents be believers, 
Before their babes can be receivers 


Of this new rite? give your advice, 5 


Or will the faith of one ſuffice ? 
Say, is there likewiſe any need 


That he or ſhe believe indeed ? 


1 


or only va the chriſtian anne, SEP en 
N - Andvital godlineſs diſclaim? uh ed Zh ot 
3: ouNn babes of fack profeſſrs” "PM 
Through their ſham faith, the rich reien „„ | 
Of thoſe great bleſſings, vaſt and rare; | 5 
Which true believers infants! ſhare ? EH 
If not; I doubt the covenant * «963 EL 


Of hundreds of your infant flock, aA. YM 
ls piteous ſmall for yon can tell! 1 
What wicked folk in Salop dwell. — Wo all 
We ſhould be vaſtly glad to find po THE 
In your next volume, of _ ae 1060 / 


Thoſe ſpecial privileges are, a 
Your ſprinkled infants eee 
Beyond what our young babes might ae | 
That we may too enjoy the ſammmm 
Inform us, whence thoſe bleſſings riſe 3 
What their duration, number 5 ſize; 1 45 
And tell us how your infants come ö £ 
To be poſſeſs d of ſuch a ſums © | 
ee Mens her? 0 
+ See the fad. account Aſr. De Courcy gives of even the 
i profeſſing”” part of the inhabitants of Salop, Letter, &c. p. 
146. Am ically ſorry that he himſelf ſhould be fo much in- | 
fected with the fame majign ſpirit, which beſo loudly com- * 
plains of, as prevailing in that town. Query, Who is the 
principal ſower of © the * of diſſenſion between intimate 
friends,” in that placed} .- 5 091! 
8 Leer, ; 44 p. 47, 48. 


* 


abe e 8 
; et by their own or parents crime? |. 
Ĩhe chriſten'd infant's re 
Ay. 'Tts happy covenant relation 
With God, as eee 
Well founded on the parents Fainh; 
The covenant too, its feal and 3 1 
Are ſounds t that chime exceeding fine: 
But where's the fubſtance to hes * 
In Diſputator's brain profound; 
Where likewiſe the rich infant's 6 
Of privileges, lies conceal lde. 
Thus, the young babe abounds in graces 
But, as it grows, its ſtores decreaſe, 
Till by degrees, its bleſt relation 
To Abra' m, —— e e 
With every other covenant good, 
Are ſunk in ſin's tremendous flood 1 
There's no command, it muſt be e 
For ſprinkling infants, to be „ 
Ergo, we warmly muſt maintain it, 
Rough Jefus Chriſt doth n not ordain i it. 


* y 4 


} Letter, &c. p. 65, 66. 
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4 Which we do mutilate,” ſuich the b. 


It ic, and is not; ' found in ſcripture, ge 1 


K 55 1 
i infant frinkling/ ai confele'd, e | 


1 not in ſacred writ 3 6 K 
Ergo, in itator tx os mk 
It is an apoſtolic e 405 fi) 


s ſight; 


and of Chriſt, 


And is a plain com 


1 


That is, according to his ſtricture, 


This emblem of our regeneration, * 


Is not eſſential to ſalvation; 78 605 5 | 


'Tis Chriſt's command, our Ladd ſupreme, 


Which all his followers ſhould „ THEE | 


And keep, like every other part 
Of his new law, with all the heart; 


Ergo, tis needleſs, nay tis wrong, 


Or with the pen, or with the tongue, 


E'er to defend it as a duty, 
Replete with joy, adorn'd with beauty; - 
And how much worſe it muſt be till, 


This righteous ek to fulfill! ES — 5 
p | Wo EEE 


* Letters. &c. p. 72. « It is \ time e IS 
made only of theſe, adult-baptiſras. . «© But would you 
infer from the nce, that children were never baptized?” Yes 


Mr. De Courcy! we will infer it; and will aſk you, But 


would you infer from thence, that bells were never. . 
ed ?” Here is rare it for you ! | we” 2 ond t 
; + Rejoigder, p. 22. 7 rer 

2 { Letter, to. aBapiſ-Minifter, p 13+ Me p. 11. 
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And, aer truth, eee Am rc Wa 2 21 
Some of the fathers ſtrangely thought, nts 3 i 
(An error ſince to England se 5 1 1 
None of the clinics* could be ſav 8 N ph 
_ Vnleſs they were with water lav'd, 2 „ 


And, by degrees, began to do 


The ſame good deed for infants too n TY N 


Which, among other innovations . | 


Soon overſpread extenſive ations 3 ee <a LT 23 


_ tiſm- abſolutely waſhed away all previous ſins, and that there 
was no atonement for ſins committed after baptiſm. On 


| Have counternanc'd it with their. wt 


And holy, good and learned. man . 275, 


And ſhould 5 Ki with all our might, | 
Although our univerſal Lord | 


| room not enjoin'd i it in ks word, 417% titer a3; 


The 

* A term applied by bone at biſtoriansto thoſe. 
among the ancients, who received baptiſm on their death- 
bed.—It was the doctrine of many of the ſathers, that bap · - 


> 
7 — 


this account, many deferred that ſacrament till they were 
arrived at the laſt ſtage of life, and were pretty ſale from 
the danger of ſinning any more: and ſuch were called 
Clinici. See Cham. Dict. N 


"The miſtaking of the meaning of Chriſt's worlds, 10 «Except 


a man be born of water and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter 


into the kingdom of God,“ John iii. 5, moſt probably | 
gave riſe to this error, as well as to es baptiſm, 


t i 

g The tek in Difputatos's'ſeQtion W 1455 
Is gain'd by numbers, likeleRions : 22770 7 362T 
The crowd, it cannot be denied; 
Have truth and reaſon on their fide; bog 
And Chriſt's. own Word is not, it lem, da 
So ſafe a guide as good men's 3 5 70% K 
Amazing Boſtwick,” vaſtly great! | (6? 1 
Shall make the dippets troop is * 
Nay! quite ſubdue their w d. 505. 
And be our everlaſting bouſtete: ,] oe % 
Look at his fword J- how ke ſt | 
% If they are right we muſt be wrong fre & 


How dreadfully this blade muſt wound, dA) 
7 


And hew ten thouſand to the ground! 
The rite, for which the Prieſt contends, 
And with more forms devoutly blends, 


Is very ancient, you muſt know: * c 
0 n-. 
Ergo, tis right, it muſt be fo: bi 


Like antique paintings in their prime, 5 * 
Tis much improv'd by length of tim. 


Twas at the glorious reformation, Sid wad 


- 
> 9 2 % by 3 


The Baptiſts roſe within the nation; 
T hough, firſt of all, with Chriſt they ſpriiig,” 


E120, they” re ignorant and Yon, 


0 3 5 158 


+ See Mr. Boſtwich' futile arguments for infact daptiſan 4 
fo wonderfully extolled, and quoted by Mr. D. Letter, &c. 


P- 30, 37» 38, 99. FF 
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His Mother church in not . 6 441 dr bY 2 7 5 


The great hiſtorian, doors oft 

Sound proteſtant, ani _ —ͤ— me 

Among them ſhare, to each dere, | 
A world of ſenſe; as well as art. 1 6 2 
The rapid traveller could not call NUN 
Where any Baptiſts liv'd at all, 1 0 e 


From Jordan's banks, to Munſter pln, b 


Where German ranters fix'd a ſtain ad W 
Upon the name, which his 1 page "Joo 


Exhibits to the preſent age, fs a. 
{Above two hundred years apary) ares; 
In horrid forms, with. cruel art“. b "= 


-þ . 


" Letter, a. 1 p. FO: and Whatever other deu, the 


Hnabaptiſts may have on their ſide, they certainly have not 
that of antiquity, for we hear nothing conſiderable of them 


till about the year 1517. Their origin was mean; their 
Principles were corrupt; their morals depraved : and 
their diſſent from the reformed churches was then deemed 


beretical. Beades the vitious tendency of their principles 
and the ſcandalous nature of their lives, they were fanatics, 
in the higheſt degree.” '—Then follows an account. of their 


enthuſiaſm and rebellion. Such is Mr. De Courcy's generous 


and rational manger of writing againſt the Bai! I pray 
| God ORE his charge, the in of la tis 5 brothers me > 


4 * 


161 1 


He Cqulatet: POP -. mult. 
But dares not face its noble front 3. * Ly 


And while his eyes its practice 8 5 
A ſecret bluſh ſteals on his face. W 
He ſhakes the urn of e eee 25 "A 
And whirls his aſhes to defeat 'usz' 


He ſhould have left his duſt entire 
Whom Padobaptiſis tried hy ird. ? 5 ct 
Scripture forbids us in no place, 
To ſprinkle infants on the facet; ont 
(Nor yet to give them. bread and dine) 
Ergo, this rite muſt be divine 581 88 
And, Ergo, we may, quite as yell 1 15 55 wo mt. 
Religiouſly baptize a bell. red e Krb 


But 'tis an apoſtolic} nie- 


(Only the proof lies out of ſight wh 8 ar d 


Believers Baptiſm we withſtand, r 
As oppolite to W of 


„Letter, &c. p. 11. 

+ Where Baptiſis dwelt for feverad: centuries, tag bes 
fore the reformation by Luther and Calais. r * 

9 Servetus, who was cruelly burnt at Geneve for hereſy, 
* De Courcy intimates was a Baptiſt, in order to throw an 
odium upon that denomination of Chriſtians. See p. 359 
36, Letter, &c. Mr. D. calls © Servetus the glory of the 
b oi a ns 

* Rejoindety Be BK LED ID 

>} Rejoinder, p. 22, 
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But Infant ſprickiong'ws n 


5 ter 


For 'tis reveal'd\exceeding plain: 


One muſt be wrong,' both}: can't be e. a 
| The latter ſhines amazing nee e 159933 4. 
| Ergo, the Anabaptifts name Ea * A 
We load with ridicule and Quins ale EE 
That all our children may, en : ne Sh 


Deſpiſe the tribe, and hate their crime. 


4 
3 


ut 


The ſacred writings plainly ſhow, ten, we 


Who were baptiz'd;-and why, and "EY lon 


Ergo, to change the rite dey: d. d 10 
Subject and mode, we go about, TOES. 


In queſt of proofs,” to parts bee, 8 


And bring home loads, not worth 6h pile A 
Procur'd of Pagans,” Popes and Jews, Ia 
With mighty pains, and noble view. 
Some worthy men of each perſuaſion, + 
The trueſt ſubjeRts in the nation, -/ - v4 1 


Much diſapprove of every meaſure, 


That ſacrifices blood and treaſure; GY — 5 . 


9 3 


While many Baptiſts enterta n 


Po "Mi 


OE 


x One a 


| Quite different thoughts, each ſide the main; > 
Ergo, he lifts his © ſeven-fold ſhield, „ r þ 
To make theſe ranting rebels yew,” rug? = | 4 4 
0 5 1 


. Eb, one rü. Eph. i iv. &+ 
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And thus aſſumes the harr 1 
Ergo, ſome pers nal ftrife that tende 
A few Salopian Baptiſt W 
His candid pages wide ptoclaim, 1 


To his fierce pen, their -leare Megs + eee 
If not, he'll call out . TATASO 1 eee 


The lowly Prieft, as all way fee,” eee 


Profeſſes in a high degree, mat adh b 
Sweet candor, charity and ] = t $035 NH 


7 ＋ 9 


2% 
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That all the world may hate the name. 
Mad John of Leyden 1s the foringt. 
From whence, it ſeems, the Baptiſts bring 


Their muddy tenet, — —not the ſcripture ; 3 3 5 
Ergo, they are the Ranter's picture. 21: 6044 ib 


It were unkind, unjuſt, and baſe, cc 
Their name and practice to 8 e 
To tell our Padobaptif friends, oh fas 
(Whoſe ſhining piety tranſcends 
Their neighbours knowledge, faith and wt) 
What Ry 1 en „Falle +, 


Among 


9 Mr. De 8 the yy Fr to 5 the Bap⸗ 
tiſts, has the illiberality to introduce into his treatiſe the 
preſent political diſputes relative to America ; , tho! it is a. 
fact known to all the world, that the Baptiſts are as much 
divided in their political ene as the e 
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See Letter, &c. p. 5 2 g, 3 


5 + Rejoinder, P. 26, and 284. 33 $568 1— : i 3 >: 32 5 't 
1 Letter, &c. p . J eds iet bK 5 
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And this, with other na e dere fl1;.. 
The world, with tyranny and NN 


The FT me . crimes !+ _ 
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o NIN 
Or, on our harmleſs brethren, caſt, . 1 i ON 
The foul reproach of ages paſt, Ke 
When maſſacres and murders 3 Ws. 


Ergo, 'tis noble, juſt and kind 


In the mild Prieft, to rake and "Il 


And loudly ſound, unnumber'd times, N 4 


5 ah, 
+ Muſt not Mr. De Gurg bluſh vie ages and ne 
when cool reaſon ſhall take place of furious paſſion, to think 
how he has invidiouſly endeavoured to throw the blackeſt 
odium upon the Baptiſts and their cauſe, by repeatedly ex- 
hibiting the ancient Cerman Ranters as the firſt Baptiſts, with 
whom, he muſk know in his on conſeienee, the Haptiſls of 
the preſent day, have no more connection, than he has with 


be Padeboptiſts who perſeeuted the reformeri r- wy | 


the martyrs, —who deſtroyed and beheaded king Charles, — 

who maſſacred the proteſtants in France and Ireland,— | 
who have, from time to time, been executed for the moſt 
horrid. villanies, - and who, throughout Chriſtiandom, 


Plunge themſelves in the grolleſt vices? And muſt he not, 


by ſuch glaring illiberality and wretched ſophiſtry, have 
degraded his character as the Chriſtian, the miniſter, and 
the gentleman, in the eſteem of every judicious and impar- 
tial reader ?—Mr. D. muſt know, that the former German 
enthuſiaſts were Piedebaptifts as well as Baptiſts: But, what in 

the name of common ſenſe, have the hereſies and crimes of 
thoſe deluded people to do with the arguments reſpecting 
bap:iſm? And is it becoming a miniſter of the everlaſting | 


PH 
* FJ 3 


ie oe 7 
Stennett, and Cale!“ we Ges alt, Pat 


The evo in apa way: Bed anTIO: 
But love good men, of every name, in way, 
Though their belief.be not-therfame 3 7 
Ergo, the Prieſt, with dreadful rage. 
Shoots at them, from his roaring Page, 1145 oY 
Hot thunderbolts of horrid namen.. 
And their bad deeds aloud proclaims : e 
Down! down ! the © Anabaptiſts” fall! 
The © Dippers,  Bigots, Rump, 9. and all 3 

The Ranters lie among the dead, 
With Jo of pa. meat at thei head 5 


1 to rer cauſe with inveRives and ſlander ? 
He might affirm, with juſt as much reaſon and candor, | 
that all the apoſtles were traitors, becaufe Judas was one | 4M 
See his Letter, &c. p. 34, 35, 38, 40, 1135 5 ws. | | 
and Rejoinder, p. 22, 113, 128. | 

8 lt is fact that many of the Baptiſts greatly ed | 
of Oliver Cromwell and his ufurped Government, and that 
nr himſelf as well as his chief ſupporters were Padobaptiſts ; | 44 
and yet Mr. De Courey would make his readers believe, that 4 L 
the * were at — head of the uſurpation, and that ey 239 


[4] | 
| mgh y Toth Kis learning Ade" AM 
With perl bemg t. every hne? an ” 
' Oxford and Cantbridge! boaſt plan Nr LS 
Of your valt literary ſtore!? (27 WORE 161 1 [ 1 334 
Ye ſons of ſcienet F all repair * . 1 
To Saror, and be tutor'd' e e de 2 
There ! there / (excuſe my interjetction,) 
O! Trex: learn greek in full CO ion: 
There learn the meaning of baptinoy, mb? a 

That tis to pinie. and it is ( 

For Diſputator doth aſſert % Is bY ; 
Le critics,” dare not controvert it! © 

Ye Doctors! Whitby, © Hammond, e . 
Vour ſkill in greek, how very narrow we 
Ye Prelates! Tillotſon and Hoadley,* , — 3 
And n n how: _ d, * 


are ſtill friends to the « 1 G00D OLD CA avon” (23 he Nees 
it in capitals) or of civil and eccleſiaſtical anarchy. Is not 
ſuch a method of oppoſing believers baptiſm, and of viiify= 
ing an inoffenſive and loyal denomination. of. Chriſlians, & 
ſhamefully vnjuſt and cruel? We appeal to. all reaſonable 

| and. candid Fœdobaptiſis. See Letter, &c. p- 4145 anger, | 

Is Rejoinder, p. 112. 

All cheſe nnen of the Church of . 

and a great many more, that might be mentioned, have 
maintained, chat the ancient ſcriptural and right mode of 
"baptiſm i is immerſion, I wonder, whether Mr, De e 

be other men, is capable of Meſhing or no! 
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4 45 9 
The ſenſe of fucks 2 Word as is 1 2 


8 Should be e a double.D!. : 
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He ſhould his' Readers have Dad be * 


To ſignify abundant grace, 


* 5 


But O, how well in hiſtory read! 
There's not his match alive or dead. 
Ve ancient fonts 1* proclaim his praiſe, 


F. 


ing proof. 


. It muſt appear, that you | ſhould miſs, 3 


What ſpecial fart ſhould be Raps ds 5 5 5 


The foot, the hand, the neck, or face, as . hes 


C Diphing is 5155 mode 13 . eſtabliſhed by law in 
the Church of England, and was formerlv practiſed by that 
| Church, of which the fonts in the churches n a ſtand- 


Where babes were dipt in former 275 8 
And thou, O Alma Mater / ſound , 
Thy ſon's proficiency around, | 
And di ffidence and modeſt mien; ; a 
In all he ſays ſo plainly ſeen! | | 
Long had he view'd thee, to his gre 
Err in thy practice and belief ; Gi 
At length his joſtled zeal 8 3 
To rectify thy grand miſtakes, ; TO - = 
In dipping infants in the eee 0 
Till Beſ's reign as an affront 2 1 8 
To Chriſt's example i in the fiream, 1 
And in enjoining now the ſame 
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Upon chi pridif alete the child, 1 
From weakneſs, needs 2 courſe more mild. * 


Good Mother Church]! what ail'd BY Jen 8 A. 


To keep thee blind Io | man y years, - 
And, by ſo dangerous an error, 197055 
Cauſe tender mothers grievous. terror? 


Hail thou the day, or rather night, 


That bleſs'd thine eyes with ſuch a light, | 

To guide thy 3 infant offspring by 

Thy yawning font, both ſafe and dry. . 
How Diſputator's learned „„ 

Shine with accounts of early ages, 5 

When Catechumens, newly vers d EI | 

In Chriſtian doctrines, were immers d "ag: 

In the Baptiſtry, and were ſeen X | 

Dreſs'd in apparel, white and clean! 


And how impartial his relation 


Of different modes i in every nation! 1 


How Rome, before her vile perverſion, , 
'Baptiz'd her converts by immerſion, 
As well as Chriftendom around, 


Till veil'd Ne ignorance profound!“ 
In 


*. * 


ke prieſt ſhall dip the child in the water, if the god- 


fibers” and godmothers ſhall _ _ that the child 


W endure it. Public Baptiſm. r 28 
How well Mr. De Courcy's ee 40 4 . cor- 
reſpoad with the injunction of his mother church! 
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In modeſty, youn vr, 
It muſt be own'd by each ſpeQ; 
Doth moſt amazingly excel 
All writers that in Britain dwell,” gs 
What vaſt profound reſpect he pays | 7 


To good divines, in all he as? wy 


What candor ſhines, through — page, 5 
T' ward men of piety and age! 


How diffident, and O, how free e 


From vulgar poſitivity! / I 
How n delicate and meek 


Of authors eminently great, 

And uppermoſt in learning's ſeat! 

How decent, pretty and genteel 

In the young Prieſt, with all his zeal, 

To treat with proud contemptuous gray 8 ; 
Men of ſuperior worth and years! . 
Nor only Baptiſis, good and learned, 


As may be ealily diſcerned, | e 


That Diſputator, meek as M ofes, 
Vainly and tacitly expoſes, CHE 
As wild fanatics, dunces, fools, 7 
Slaves of baſe ſelf, or princes tools: 


No; vicars, reftors, Canons, prodtors, lad xd. 
And biſhops too, great reverend doors, | ; 
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For this he needs, an 


. 
were in be ab till \this huge | Nan maT. 
Shone forth ſuperlatively bright ! An 1 
Some good advice to my young friend. 
Pray, for the future, Diſputalor, a Drs 217 
Write to the praiſe of your Creatpr, ©. non, 7 
And to the world ſome ſervice render, . 
Beſides the printer and the vender. K 
No more employ. your gliding pen, 
To varniſh the miſtakes of men; . a 
Nor let your ſhining. zeal again, 58 Es bo 
Be ſullied with tradition's ſtain, , .. Se 1 
Do take the bible in your — ine tein 8) y 
| There read and learn your Lord's 8 
('Tis plain and eaſy to the wiſe ) 
And whom, and how, you ſhould . 9 
Tiere, not a ſingle hint or ground, p 
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For fbrinkling infants, can be found: watt Fro rents 


Tradition, prejudice, miſtake, . — a v0 % 
And human wit luxuriant, make en £ 
. Uanumber'd "| 
Let Mr. De PT. e * one rene, precept or 
precedent for baptizing infants, and we will readily give up. 
the point, —Had this practice been known to the apoliles, 
as coming in the room of circumciſion, it is truly aſtoniſh- | 
ing that they did nat mention ſuch a ſubſlitution in anſwer 
to thoſe who ſaid, Except ye be circumciſed: after be 
manner of Moſes ye cannot be ſaved. „Acts xv. 1, Wheree 
as they only made a decree, ver. 19, 28. 
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56 
Unnunbiyd Cheiditha think it right; .* 


And for it plead. with all their. might, 15 1 JE by 
Dive AS a prepofſeſſion ; 5. ig, DENN 


Be not a fave. to Human. ae N oeretiier hh 
And pleaſe your Gop, not fellow worms. * 
Dread to oppoſe the word divine 
And blot out each unhallow'd line, ; r 
That in your trifling page appears, | | 
With pious penitential tears. 


Beneath your feet, no longer trample _ RF. 
Your Saviour's precept and. example. 


Nor dare to wanton, like a fool 

That ſports : around a dangerous tool, 1 

With the great God's two. edged ſword, 

Leſt your ſoul bleed beneath his word. 
Don't mock, like ſome profane blaſphemer, 
The © watery grave of the Redeemer: 
Yes! He was plung'd in Fordan' 8 flood. 
In grief, in ſufferings, and in blood : 


os 


And ( don't you know that ſolemn word, 


% That we are buried with the Lord, _ 
| > Baptiz'd 
* Letter, e. page 30. 138. « Only take care the 
« watery grave does not give you cold.“ Rejoiuder, p. 49“ 
«© Bleſſed bathing bout l' Who would imagine from this 
expreſſion, : that Mr, De Courcy is a ſerious Miniſter of the 


goſpel? Bleſſed Jeſus l how art thou wounded in the houſe 
of thy friends! 


2 


. 30 J 
* Baptis-d into his death, ad ten” 


e Put off the body of our fin 850 8 by IE. 
Miſrepreſent; revile and j rr N 


No more the humble, true, mee, en 354 
And willing followers of the Lamb, 5 
Who feel his love, adore his _ IE ors 
For treading i in is ſteps "of, Aon & ala wy 5 
Though you another guide ſhould own. 7 
Don't you the Son of Alma Mater,” + - 
Plunge us in fre, though not in water, | £117 9 
Whither your favourite brethren ſent, IN 
Poor George Van Pare and Joan of Kent 
Be not fo wonderfully furious ©» | 
Againſt a mode, no ways injurious : © qT 4 4 + mY 
Prop not your feeble cauſe with ſlander, * 93 
Nor, through the world, for ſcandal wander. 
Suppreſs, or rather, quite expel 
The pride and ſpleen, that ſeem to ſwell ay 
Within your agitated breaſt, © 2 
And let your raging ſpirit reſt. PS 
You ſhine in grandeur, pomp and power, 
And 3 wealth; enjoy your ſtore: 


Wine 


1 Watis' s Hymas. Bock I. pg 12.2, . Stanza 1. 7 
+ Letter, &c. P- 81. | N 


7 Two Baptiſts that were burnt through the COT ERGY of 
Cranmer, 
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A thouſand pleaſing things below ; 


Edu reproaches, ſcoffs. and ame, 
For our Redeemer's precious name Sat 


a 8115 "447 


His lighted iriftitution own ;—- 


A — 2 


— 
W226” + 


And glory in his croſs alone. 
Pray, of our birthr ri icht don't cbpri 


- . 


- To ſuperſtition 8 do not drive us: 


As moral agents, and, in fact, 


As Britiſh ſubjeQs, who may dare | 
Their harmleſs ſentiments declare, 
Leave us one gift (take all beſide,) _ 


The Holy Bible for our guide. 
On this ftale ſubject write no more, 
Leſt others of your ſheep go o'er, hg: 


Continue ſtill.a paper flainer, 


Deal not in ſophiſtry and-ſound : © 


1 Bs 


8 2 i * % . . 
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On ſolid truth your reaſons N 5 


Veil not the ſacred text, ſo plain, 
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Pray, let us ſpeak, and think, and 8, 


e * 2 


With the dark miſt of your own' brain. 
Exhibit ſenſe to public view; 


Others have eyes, as well as you. 


7 


1 


Through Jordan s ſtreams, for better reep. Wh 
Among the great Emanuel's ſheep ;' Wenn gn age 
But ſhould you, thinking to be gainer, 5 
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Due not FRO, with haſty 8 * 5 
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Truth. hiſtory, reaſon, ſcripture 1pture 5e aftss 
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iſh, nor eplary 5 


1 
£7375 2 * han: 2 


— Wh, 
The worg of God, (tis his own. 
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Nor offer ſtrange e 


e IIR 


+. Left you provoke his awful! ire 
Adhere to truth in all you Write, 


Mr ts 
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As in the great Junovas” 8. fight. FTI 
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Aware of! baſe. def Lgns, | attend 
To all your motives, aims and [end ; "7X 
And, jealous of remaining fin, . NY 
Take heed that all be right within : : in 
"Tis not in wiſe. men that we find, 

A reſtleſs, proud, indignant wind. | 
Your flaming page can _ne'er reine, 1 as ih 
And make your! human rite divine 5 
Your art and fire can only grace, 

Or, alter ſuperſtition's face, 

And new adorn its tottering head 

The darling idol ſtill is dead. 

Remember, ere you rave agen © 
Againſt ſincere and pious, men, 


And ridicule a goſpel rite, 


* 1 


R „ 


vo WRITE. 
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